
CONTENTS

FOREWORD.....................................14

HOW IT ALL BEGAN........................19
Gardens Big and Small.................................. 27

TYPES OF FLOWERS....................... 29
Classification......................................................33
Annuals...................................................................36
Biennials...............................................................  42
Perennials.............................................................46
Bulbs........................................................................  51
Wild Plants...........................................................63

BEFORE STARTING 
A FLOWER FARM............................ 67

Location.................................................................70
Designing Gardens..........................................78
Irrigation................................................................82
Drainage................................................................89
Soil Testing...........................................................90
Infrastructure.....................................................93
Greenhouses and Tunnels...........................96
Our Buildings....................................................100
Investments.......................................................104
Revenue & Profitability................................ 107

PLAN YOUR SEASON.................... 109
Set Your Financial Targets.......................... 112
Figure Out What 
  You Want to Grow....................................... 114
Make a Crop Plan............................................. 115
Create a Visual Garden Plan...................... 118
Develop an Operations Calendar........... 121
Order Seeds, Supplies, 
  and Equipment........................................... 122

This extract provided by New Society Publishers. All rights reserved.



GROW SEEDLINGS........................ 125
Seeds..................................................................... 129
Potting Soil.........................................................130
Containers..........................................................133
Irrigation..............................................................139 
Temperature...................................................... 142
Potting Up.......................................................... 142
Hardening Off...................................................144

GROW FLOWERS........................... 147
Soil Health..........................................................150
Transplanting..................................................... 161
Irrigation..............................................................165
Weed Management......................................166
Plant Support and Trellising...................... 171
Pinching............................................................... 173
Plant Protection.............................................. 175
Season Extension.......................................... 182

HARVEST......................................189
Tools....................................................................... 192
Best Practices.................................................. 197
Harvest Steps...................................................198
Post-Harvest Care........................................204
Dried Flowers...................................................209

MAKE BOUQUETS......................... 211
Ratios for Success......................................... 214
Colors.................................................................... 215
Putting Together 

Many Bouquets.......................................... 221

SELL BLOOMS.............................. 235
CSA Subscriptions........................................ 240
Grocery Stores................................................ 244
Florists & Designers..................................... 244
Weddings........................................................... 249
Farmers’ Markets..........................................250

APPENDICES................................ 255
Spotlight on 20 Varieties........................... 257
Botanical Families........................................  280
Names of Flowers......................................... 282
Special Requirements................................ 287
Garden Plan......................................................290
Plant Spacing 

in Your Garden...........................................  294
Pest Management........................................ 295
Harvest Stages...............................................296
Flower Categories for 

Making Bouquets..................................... 297
Subscription Bouquet Recipes.............300
Suppliers — Tools, Materials, 

and Equipment..........................................302
Glossary..............................................................306
References.......................................................... 311
Index......................................................................313
Acknowledgments......................................... 317
About the Author............................................319
About the Publisher.....................................320

This extract provided by New Society Publishers. All rights reserved.




